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WHEREAS:

A. Pursuant to section 5 of the First Nations Fiscal Management Act, the Council of a First Nation
may make laws respecting taxation for local purposes of reserve lands and interests in reserve lands;

B. The Council of the Wasauksing First Nation deems it to be in the best interests of Wasauksing to
make a law for such purposes; and

C. The Council of the Wasauksing First Nation has given notice of this law and has considered any
representations received by the Council, in accordance with the requirements of the First Nations Fiscal
Management Act,

NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Wasauksing First Nation duly enacts as follows:

PART I
CITATION
Citation
1. This Law may be cited as the Wasauksing First Nation Property Assessment Law, 2020.
PART IT

DEFINITIONS AND REFERENCES
Definitions and References
2.(1) In this Law:
“Act” means the First Nations Fiscal Management Act,
“assessable property” means an interest in reserve lands that is liable to assessment under this Law;

“assessed value” means, in relation to an interest in reserve lands, the amount of money the fee simple of
that interest, if unencumbered and held off the reserve, would realize if sold at arm’s length by a willing
seller to a willing buyer, as determined under this Law;

“assessment” means a valuation and classification of an interest in reserve lands;
“Assessment Notice” means a notice containing the information set out in Schedule V:
“Assessment Review Board” means a board established by the Council in accordance with Part X;

“assessment roll” means a roll prepared pursuant to this Law, and includes a supplementary assessment roll
and a revised assessment roll prepared pursuant to this Law;

“assessor” means a person appointed by the Council under subsection 3(1);

“chair” means the chair of the Assessment Review Board;

“complainant” means a person who commences an appeal of an assessment under this Law;
“Council” has the meaning given to that term in the Act;

“eligible increase” has the meaning prescribed by the Province under the Assessment Act (Ontario);

“general reassessment” means the updating of assessments as a result of the application of a new valuation
day under subsection 5(3) or 5(4);

“holder”, in relation to an interest in reserve lands, means a person
(a) in possession of the interest,
(b) entitled through a lease, licence or other legal means to the interest,

(c) in actual occupation of the interest, or
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(d) who is a trustee of the interest;
“improvement” includes

(a) all buildings, or any part of any building, and all structures, machinery and fixtures erected or
placed upon, in, over, under or affixed to land, and

(b) all structures and fixtures erected or placed upon, in, over, under or affixed to a highway, lane or
other public communication or water, but not the rolling stock of a transportation system;

“interest”, in relation to reserve lands, means any estate, right or interest of any nature in or to the lands,
including any right to occupy, possess or use the lands, but does not include title to the lands that is
held by Her Majesty;

“land” includes
(a) land covered with water, and
(b) all trees and underwood growing upon land;
“Notice of Appeal” means a notice containing the information set out in Schedule VI:
“Notice of Hearing” means a notice containing the information set out in Schedule VIII;
“Notice of Withdrawal” means a notice containing the information set out in Schedule VII;
“Order to Attend/Produce Documents” means an order containing the information set out in Schedule IX;

“party”, in respect of an appeal of an assessment under this Law, means the parties to an assessment appeal
under section 33;

“person” includes a partnership, syndicate, association, corporation and the personal or other legal
representatives of a person;

“pipe line” means a transmission, distribution or field and gathering pipe line for the transportation of oil
or gas, and includes

(a) all valves, couplings, cathodic protection apparatus, protective coatings and casings,
(b) all haulage, labour, engineering and overheads in respect of such pipe line,

(c) any section, part or branch of any pipe line,

(d) any easement, right of way, permit or license area used by a pipe line company, and
(e) any franchise or franchise right,

but does not include a pipe line or lines situate wholly within an oil refinery, oil storage depot, oil bulk
plant or oil pipe line terminal;

“pipe line company” means a person, firm, partnership, association or corporation owning or operating a
pipe line all or any part of which is in the reserve;

“property class” means the categories of interests in reserve lands established in subsection 6(1) for the
purposes of assessment and taxation;

“Province” means the province of Ontario;

“reserve” means any land set apart for the use and benefit of Wasauksing within the meaning of the Indian
Act;

“resolution” means a motion passed and approved by a majority of the Council present at a duly convened
meeting;

“tax administrator” means the person appointed by the Council to that position under the Taxation Law:
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“Taxation Law” means the Wasauksing First Nation Property Taxation Law, 2020,

“Tax Notice™ has the same meaning as under the Taxation Law;

“taxation year” means the calendar year to which an assessment roll applies for the purposes of taxation;
“taxes” includes

(a) all taxes imposed, levied, assessed or assessable under the Taxation Law, and all penalties, interest
and costs added to taxes under the Taxation Law, and

(b) for the purposes of collection and enforcement, all taxes imposed, levied, assessed or assessable
under any other local revenue law of Wasauksing, and all penalties, interest and costs added to taxes
under such a law; and

“Wasauksing” means the Wasauksing First Nation, being a band named in the schedule to the Act
(2) For greater certainty, an interest, in relation to reserve lands, includes improvements.

(3) In this Law, references to a Part (e.g. Part I), section (e.g. section 1), subsection (e.g. subsection
2(1)), paragraph (e.g. paragraph 5(9)(a)), subparagraph (e.g. subparagraph 19(1)(b)(i)) or Schedule (e.g.
Schedule I) is a reference to the specified Part, section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph or Schedule of
this Law, except where otherwise stated.

(4) Unless otherwise specified, all references to named enactments in this Law are to enactments of
the Government of Canada.

PART III
ADMINISTRATION
Assessor

3.(1) The Council shall appoint one or more assessors to undertake assessments of assessable property
in accordance with this Law and such other duties as set out in this Law or as directed by the Council.

(2) An assessor appointed by the Council shall be qualified to conduct assessments of land in the
Province.

Application of Law
4. This Law applies to all interests in reserve lands.
PART IV
ASSESSED VALUE
Assessment and Valuation
5.(1) The assessor shall assess
(a) all interests in reserve lands that are subject to taxation under the Taxation Law;
(b) all interests for which payments-in-lieu may be accepted by the Council; and
(c¢) non-taxable interests, as directed by the Council.

(2) The assessor shall determine the assessed value of an interest in reserve lands and shall enter the
assessed value of the interest in the assessment roll.

(3) For the period consisting of the two (2) taxation years from 2020 to 2021, interests in reserve lands
are valued as of January 1, 2016, and subsection (11) does not apply.

(4) After 2021, interests in reserve lands are valued as of the dates established from time to time by the
Province under the Assessment Act, RSO 1990, c. A.31.
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(iii) omission to mail any notice required; and
(b) for all purposes, the assessment roll of Wasauksing until the next certified assessment roll.
Inspection and Use of Assessment Roll

13.(1) On receipt by the Council, the assessment roll is open to inspection in Wasauksing office by any
person during regular business hours.

(2) In addition to inspection under subsection (1), the Council may allow the assessment roll to be
inspected electronically through an online service, provided that the information available online does not
include any names or other identifying information about a holder or other person.

(3) A person shall not, directly or indirectly, use the assessment roll or information contained in the
assessment roll to

(a) obtain names, addresses or telephone numbers for solicitation purposes, whether the solicitations
are made by telephone, mail or any other means; or

(b) harass an individual.

(4) The tax administrator may require a person who wishes to inspect the assessment roll to complete
a declaration substantially in the form set out in Schedule ITI

(a) specifying the purpose for which the information is to be used; and

(b) certifying that the information contained in the assessment roll will not be used in a manner
prohibited under this section.

Protection of Privacy in Assessment Roll
14.(1) On application by a holder and where directed by the tax administrator, the assessor shall omit

or obscure the holder’s name, address or other information about the holder that would ordinarily be
included in an assessment roll.

(2) The tax administrator may direct the assessor as set out in subsection (1) if, in the tax
administrator’s opinion, the inclusion of the name, address or other information could reasonably be
expected to threaten the safety or mental or physical health of the holder or a member of the holder’s
household.

(3) Where the assessor omits or obscures information under subsection (1), such information shall be
obscured from all assessment rolls that are available for public inspection under subsection 13(1) or are
otherwise accessible to the public.

Chargeholders

15.(1) Any person holding a charge on assessable property may, at any time, give notice, with full
particulars of the nature, extent and duration of the charge, to the assessor and request that their name be
added to the assessment roll in respect of that assessable property, for the duration of the charge.

(2) On receipt of a notice and request under subsection (1), the assessor shall enter the person’s name
and address on the assessment roll and provide copies of all Assessment Notices issued in respect of the
assessable property.

PART VII
ASSESSMENT NOTICES
Assessment Notice
16.(1) The assessor shall,
(a) in the first taxation year to which a general reassessment applies, mail an Assessment Notice to
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every person named in the assessment roll in respect of each assessable property; and

(b) in a taxation year other than the year referenced in paragraph (a), mail an Assessment Notice to
every person named in the assessment roll in respect of an assessable property where there is a change,
from the previous assessment roll, in any information described in subsection 9(3) in respect of that
assessable property.

(2) The assessor shall mail an Assessment Notice required under subsection (1)
(a) no later than fourteen (14) days before the assessment roll is completed; and
(b) on or before the day that the tax administrator mails the Tax Notices under the Taxation Law.

(3) An Assessment Notice shall be mailed to the recipient at the person’s mailing address indicated on
the assessment roll.

(4) Despite subsection (3), where requested by the recipient an Assessment Notice may be e-mailed to
the recipient and, where e-mailed, is deemed to have been delivered on the date that the e-mail is sent by
the assessor.

(5) Where a person named on the assessment roll provides the tax administrator with a written request
that the Assessment Notice be delivered to the address stated in the request, the tax administrator shall
advise the assessor of the request and the assessor shall thereafter deliver the Assessment Notice to the
recipient at the requested address.

(6) Any number of interests in reserve lands assessed in the name of the same holder may be included
in one Assessment Notice.

(7) If several interests in reserve lands are assessed in the name of the same holder at the same value,
the Assessment Notice may clearly identify the interest assessed, without giving the full description of each
interest as it appears in the assessment roll.

(8) Despite subsection (1), the assessor must, in the 2021 taxation year, mail an Assessment Notice to
every person named in the assessment roll in respect of each assessable property.

PART VIII
ERRORS AND OMISSIONS IN ASSESSMENT ROLL
Correction of Errors in the Assessment Roll

17.(1) Any time before the certification of the assessment roll under section 10, the assessor may
correct any defect, error, omission or misstatement in any assessment and amend the roll accordingly.

(2) If prior to the end of the current taxation year or all or part of the preceding year, and as a result of
an amendment to this Law or an amendment to any provincial legislation referred to under subsection 5(9),

(a) the classification of an interest in reserve lands is changed and taxes have been levied on the interest
that exceed the amount of taxes that would have been levied if it had been classified in accordance with
the change,

(b) an interest becomes exempt from taxation, or
(c) the method of determining the assessed value of an interest is changed,

then the assessor shall make any assessment necessary to reflect the change and amend the assessment roll
accordingly.

(3) The assessor may, at any time during the taxation year, correct any error in the assessment or
classification of an interest that has resulted from incorrect factual information about the interest, and not
from a change in opinion as to assessed value.
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to making an additional assessment, may also change the classification of the interest.

(5) If, before October 1 of any taxation year, the assessor determines that property that was exempt
from taxation under the Taxation Law has become taxable, the assessor shall make an entry on a
supplementary assessment roll.

(6) If the assessor makes an assessment or classification under this section, the assessor shall make the
appropriate changes

(a) on a supplementary assessment roll and forward the supplementary roll to the tax administrator at
the earliest opportunity; and

(b) on the assessment roll for the next year, even if the day as of which the interest is valued for the
next year is the same as for the current year.

(7) If the assessor could have made an assessment or classification under this section but did not, the
appropriate changes shall be made on the assessment roll for the next year, even if the day as of which the
interest is valued for the next year is the same as for the current year.

(8) An amendment made under this section applies for the portion of the taxation year left remaining
after the change occurred as if the assessment had been made in the usual way.

Amended Assessment Notice

20. The assessor shall, at the earliest opportunity, mail or e-mail (where subsection 16(4) applies) an
amended Assessment Notice to every person named in the assessment roll in respect of the interest in
reserve lands affected if the assessor does any of the following under the provisions of this Law:

(a) amends the assessment roll;
(b) makes an additional assessment under section 18 or 19; or
(c) changes the classification of an interest under section 18 or 19.
PART IX
RECONSIDERATION OF ASSESSMENT
Reconsideration by Assessor

21.(1) A person named on the assessment roll in respect of an assessable property may request that the
assessor reconsider the assessment of that assessable property.

(2) A request for reconsideration may be made on one or more of the grounds on which an assessment
appeal may be made under this Law.

(3) A request for reconsideration of an assessment shall be delivered to the assessor,

(a) inayear where an Assessment Notice is mailed or e-mailed to the persons named on the assessment
roll in respect of the assessable property, within thirty (30) days after the day on which the Assessment
Notice was mailed or e-mailed; or

(b) in a year where paragraph (a) does not apply, at any time from November 1 and on or before
November 30 of the year before the taxation year in respect of which the request is made.

(4) A request for reconsideration of an assessment shall

(a) be delivered to the assessor at the address or e-mail address indicated on the last Assessment Notice
received in respect of an assessable property;

(b) be made in writing and include the information set out in Schedule V; and

(¢) include any reasons in support of the request and the facts under which the request is made.

11
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(5) The assessor shall consider the request for reconsideration and either
(a) advise the person who requested the reconsideration that the assessor confirms the assessment; or

(b) where the assessor determines that assessable property should have been assessed differently, offer
to the person who requested the reconsideration to modify the assessment.

(6) The assessor shall consider and advise on a request for reconsideration under subsection (4) within
sixty (60) days after the end of the applicable time frame referenced in subsection (3).

(7) Where the person who requested the reconsideration agrees with the modification proposed by the
assessor, the assessor shall

(a) amend the assessment roll as necessary to reflect the modified assessment;

(b) give notice of the amended assessment to the tax administrator and to all other persons who received
the Assessment Notice in respect of the assessable property; and

(c) where a Notice of Appeal has been delivered in respect of the assessable property, advise the
Assessment Review Board of the modification.

(8) Where the person who requested the reconsideration accepts an offer to modify an assessment, that
person shall not appeal the modified assessment and shall withdraw any Notice of Appeal filed in respect
of the assessable property.

PART X
ASSESSMENT REVIEW BOARD
The Council to Establish Assessment Review Board

22.(1) The Council shall, by resolution, establish an Assessment Review Board to hear and determine
assessment appeals under this Law.

(2) The Assessment Review Board shall consist of not less than three (3) members, including

(a) at least one (1) member who is a practising or non-practising member in good standing of the Law
Society of Ontario;

(b) at least one (1) member who has experience in assessment appeals in Ontario,
and may include a person who is a member of Wasauksing but not a member of the Council.

(3) Each member of the Assessment Review Board shall hold office for a period of three (3) years
unless the member resigns or is removed from office in accordance with this Law.

(4) If a member of the Assessment Review Board is absent, disqualified, unable or unwilling to act,
the Council may appoint another person, who would otherwise be qualified for appointment as a member,
to replace the member until the member returns to duty or the member’s term expires, whichever comes
first.

Remuneration and Reimbursement
23.(1) Wasauksing shall remunerate

(a) the chair (or acting chair) at the maximum per diem rate established from time to time by the
Province for a part-time chair of a provincially-appointed adjudicative tribunal,

(b) a member (or replacement member appointed to act), other than the chair, who meets the criteria
set out in subsection 22(2)(a) or (b), at the maximum per diem rate established from time to time by the
Province for a part-time vice-chair of a provincially-appointed adjudicative tribunal, and

(c) a member (or replacement member appointed to act), other than those referenced in paragraphs (a)
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